
Curriculum Meeting   April 20, 2016 

In Attendance:  Francois Tenenbaum, Melissa Gates, Linda Kreisman, Judy Menashe, Christi 

Pritzker, Natalie Bogdanov, Ellen Margolin, Shari Braverman 

Minute’s form the March meeting were read and accepted. 

Testing:  

 Opt out numbers increased from 46% to 61% in ELA and 50% to 62% in math. 

 Our schools did well navigating the logistics for the opt outs and those students who 

used the extended time.  

 There were some issues and concerns discussed on social media postings related to the 

opt out movement. 

 State task force is looking at testing and standards.  

o Current Decision makers are better suited to making decisions related to 

education because some are educators. New commissioner is creating a 

committee to look at standards. 

o There is an assumption that they will be looking at revamping teacher 

evaluations; perhaps changes will be in place for 2019.  

o There is also a thought that any of those discussions but may be put on hold until 

the standards are dealt with.  

 Field testing: State decides which field tests are administered.  

o  Mr. Secaur will find out what the testing policies are regarding students who 

want to opt out of high school field testing.  

o We do field testing in high school but not for Algebra 2 since we teach 

Algebra/Trigonometry, not Algebra 2.  

o Our district has refused field testing in elementary schools.  

Professional Development: 

 Professional Development Team is working on the PD for Supt’s Conference Days which 

will be one day before the start of school and on Election Day. (At the start of the new 

school year one day is also devoted to a Welcome Back from Dr Marino, dissemination 

of administrative info, time for faculty to set up rooms, etc.  

 Election Day will be Ed Camp #2 which will include three workshops. Feedback from this 

year’s Camp Day was very positive. Chrome Books were distributed and the use of 

Google docs was embedded into all workshops.  

Technology:  

 Mr. Secaur reported to the Board on April 13.  District tries to keep up with ever 

evolving technology. We need to move forward more quickly. We have good 

infrastructure but it is always requires more bandwidth.  



 PDs on technology have increased over the past few years but Mr. Secaur is always 

looking for improved models. Nassau Boces Model Schools Program has been used and 

is very good. In-house PD is also helpful.  

There is a search for a technology guru for our district but the search had to be reopened.  

Common Core Regents Exam-math:  

 Weighting- 20% weighting has benefited the students. 

 2 versions- some schools districts administered both CCLS and non-CCLS exams in 

algebra even though they should not have. So far no sanction. Other districts are not 

too happy about that.  We only administered Algebra 1 Common Core exam.  

 Some parents complained that their children did not do well. They are concerned about 

GPA and college admissions requirements but overall parents in HWPS seem to be 

happy with our model of only giving the CCLS version.  

 There is discrepancy between report cards scores and test scores- it tends to be a 

punitive exam. 

 Statistics shows a big discrepancy between CCLS and algebra exams. 

Students need two units in math. After that they have the option to take more math exams. 

For advanced diplomas the students do need more math exams. 

       There is a variety of policies across the Nassau. It is a big political issue. 

STEM- 

 Some say it is a myth and was done by industry to drive down wages. 

 

Next meeting: May 26 at noon- Lunch compliments of Curriculum Committee 

 Michelle Hochauser will brief us on the summer reading list and teaching cursive writing 

in the schools. 

 


